The 8th PhD Symposium on Future Directions in Information Access (FDIA) will be held in conjunction with the 8th International Conference on the Theory of Information Retrieval (ICTIR 2018) in Tianjin, China. The symposium aims to provide a forum for early stage researchers such as PhD students, to share their research and interact with each other and senior researchers in an informal and relaxed atmosphere. The symposium provides an excellent opportunity for the participants to promote their work and obtain experience in presenting and communicating their research. The participants will learn about di erent topics in the area of information access and retrieval, receive feedback on their work, meet lots of peers and hear inspiring talks.
THE SYMPOSIUM AND ITS OBJECTIVES
The 8th PhD Symposium on Future Directions in Information Access (FDIA) will be held in conjunction with the 8th International Conference on the Theory of Information Retrieval (ICTIR 2018) in Tianjin, China. The symposium aims to provide a forum for early stage researchers such as PhD students, to share their research and interact with each other and senior researchers in an informal and relaxed atmosphere. The symposium provides an excellent opportunity for the participants to promote their work and obtain experience in presenting and communicating their research. The participants will learn about di erent topics in the area of information access and retrieval, receive feedback on their work, meet lots of peers and hear inspiring talks.
The symposium is about future directions, because we want to encourage submissions that focus on early research such as pilot studies, presenting challenges and future opportunities, conceptual and theoretical work, and the contributions from doctoral work. The theme of the symposium is information access, because it captures the broader ideas of information retrieval, storage and management to include interaction and usage.
FDIA is held in cooperation with BCS-IRSG, the British Chartered Institute for IT's Information Retrieval Specialist Group. The FDIA Symposium is mainly tuned to PhD students, researchers new to the eld, and postdoctoral researchers. The objectives are:
• To provide an accessible forum for early stage researchers to discuss their research and/or projects.
• To help foster formative and tentative research ideas.
• To encourage discussion and feedback.
• To share outcomes of doctoral work.
• To network with peers and senior reserachers.
Permission to make digital or hard copies of part or all of this work for personal or classroom use is granted without fee provided that copies are not made or distributed for pro t or commercial advantage and that copies bear this notice and the full citation on the rst page. Copyrights for third-party components of this work must be honored. For all other uses, contact the owner/author(s). IICTIR'18, September [14] [15] [16] [17] 2018 We invited submissions on formative research ideas which present a summary of early stage researchers' work, such as initial empirical ndings/pilot studies; explore conceptual and/or theoretical models; and/or describe current challenges and opportunities. In particular submissions focusing on new directions and emerging work in information access and retrieval that potentially create discussion and provoke reaction were strongly encouraged. Proceedings containing accepted works will be published extra to the main ICTIR proceedings. 
PREVIOUS SYMPOSIUMS

AREAS OF RESEARCH
Areas of research include, but are not limited to:
• 
